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David Jones Re-Elected as Utrust Board Chairman

Gallatin, TN- David Jones of Sneedville has been re-elected by school boards across the state to a new three year term on the Utrust Board of Trustees. He was subsequently elected by other trustees to chair the board. Utrust is a statewide organization that helps local school boards deal with unemployment issues and promotes recognition, development and appreciation of school employees.
Jones has been a member of the Utrust Board of Trustees since 1986. He served as Vice Chairman for eight years and as Chairman of the Board since 2007. He became the first at-large trustee and is the only member of the board elected statewide by the membership. 

During the time Jones has served on the Utrust board, the Employee Appreciation Program was implemented. This program aims to develop student leadership in recognizing and expressing appreciation for what school employees do for students. A part of the Employee Appreciation Program is an annual writing competition that has led to hundreds of students and other citizens writing essays about school employees who have made a difference in their lives.  A goal of the program is to instill in students an “attitude of gratitude” and produce improved employee morale. 

 “David Jones is an outstanding board member and an excellent chairman,” said Dr. Dan Tollett, Utrust Administrator. “He has the personality, experience, judgment and wit to make him an ideal member of the board. His leadership on the board of trustees has been invaluable, especially in dealing with financial issues, particularly the investment of funds. He is dependable, intelligent, articulate and fun. Our board, like the Hancock County School Board, is much better because of him,” Tollett continued.

Jones is a member of the Hancock County Board of Education, a responsibility he has had for over 30 years. He was the board Chairman for 12 of those years. He also serves on the Board of Trustees of the Tennessee School Board Risk Management Trust. 

Established in 1980, Utrust has saved school districts and their local taxpayers across Tennessee millions of dollars in unemployment compensation costs. In addition, Utrust offers the Employee Appreciation Program, which was designed to make schools better places for children to grow and learn. For more information about Utrust visit www.tnuct.com. 
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