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Chesnea Skeen Writes Prize Winning Essay

Kingsport, TN- Chesnea Skeen, a student at Sullivan South High School, has written a prize-winning essay in the Utrust statewide writing competition. Skeen wrote about how her ninth grade math teacher, Sharon Browder, who had the reputation of “the toughest teacher in the math department” and how she has made a difference in her life.

“I was terrified,” Skeen remembers as she walked into Mrs. Browder’s classroom on the first day of school. Skeen clearly remembers Mrs. Browder’s first words. “You have two days to change classes. If not, then you’re stuck in here until the end of the semester. I’ve had many students come to me and thank me for preparing them for college, and I assure you, if you stay with me, you will be prepared,” Mrs. Browder said. “That was it. The key words I needed to hear; prepare for college,” Skeen wrote. “I decided then and there, Browder it was. No matter how difficult or challenging, it was just preparing,” Skeen continued.

Skeen made it through her freshman year of Algebra and she now has Mrs. Browder again for Honors Trigonometry. “I can proudly say I have been Browderized,” Skeen said. 

Utrust Administrator, Dr. Dan Tollett, presented the award to Skeen on Tuesday, January 25th at Sullivan South High School. She won $100 for her essay and it will be a permanent part of the Utrust Make A Difference Library. It will documentation that Sharon Browder makes a difference in the lives of her students.

“I commend Chesnea for recognizing that teachers who hold students to high standards best prepare them for the future,” Tollett said. “I also commend her for writing an excellent essay about how Mrs. Browder has made a difference in her life.  Her essay was one of only fourteen winners from hundreds of entries statewide. We’re delighted that Sullivan South High School participated in the writing competition and that it produced a winner,” Tollett continued.
Utrust is a statewide organization governed by school board members, which assists school boards to develop, recognize and appreciate their employees. Utrust sponsors the school Employee Appreciation Program that promotes eight celebration days during each school year to honor school employee groups. The writing competition is part of the employee appreciation program.

Visit www.tnuct.com for more information or to read Skeen’s essay in its entirety.
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