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West View Students Write Prize Winning Essays

Morristown, TN- Geneviève Gray and Aleia Williams, students at West View Middle School, each wrote a prize-winning essay for the annual statewide Utrust Writing Competition. Gray and Williams both wrote about the same gym teacher/volleyball and track coach, Mrs. Rebecca Skeen. 

“I am in sixth grade right now, and I have no idea how much this person throwing volleyballs at me would change my life,” Gray wrote. Coach Skeen taught her students much more than just how to play volleyball. “Discipline, teamwork, and good character all make good volleyball players. But these qualities also make us good people. Because Mrs. Skeen taught me this, she has made a difference in my life,” Gray continued.

Williams also learned many life lessons from her track coach, Rebecca Skeen. “Thanks to Mrs. Skeen, running, along with many of her other teachings, are a part of my life,” Williams wrote. “She always encouraged everyone to keep running and finish the race, then look back and be proud of your own individual results- always try to do better in the next race, learn from your mistakes and correct them,” Williams continued.
Utrust Administrator, Dr. Dan Tollett, presented the awards to Geveniève Gray and Aleia Williams on Tuesday, January 25th at West View Middle School. Gray and Williams each won $100 for their essays. Both of the essays will become a permanent part of the Utrust Make A Difference Library to document that Coach Skeen made a difference in the lives of her students.

“This is my thirty-eighth year in teaching. It has always been my ultimate goal to make a difference in the lives of my students,” Skeen said when asked how she felt about the girls’ essays praising her. “I love what I do and I am so honored to know they feel this way. I am passionate about teaching my students the importance of a healthy lifestyle and I hope each of them takes something away from what I teach them,” Skeen continued.

“Rebecca Skeen practices what she teaches,” Hamblen County Superintendent Dale Lynch said.  “She wants her students to live a healthful lifestyle and she does her very best to teach every student the importance of healthy living. She contributes to her school and our school system in many other ways, as well. We are fortunate to have employees who have a positive influence on our students and make a difference in their lives,” Dr. Lynch continued. 

“Hamblen County is fortunate to have Dale Lynch as its superintendent of schools and a board of education that recognizes and continually shows appreciation for school employees,” Dan Tollett said. “Hamblen County has one of the best employee appreciation program in the state,” he continued. “Theresa Ayers does an excellent job of coordinating the system-wide program to help students develop an attitude of gratitude while they recognize and express appreciation to school employees who are making a difference in their lives,” Tollett continued.
Utrust is a statewide organization governed by school board members, which assists school boards to develop, recognize and appreciate their employees. Utrust sponsors the school Employee Appreciation Program that promotes eight celebrations during each school year to honor school employee groups. The program uses a student A-Team in each school to plan and implement the program. The annual writing competition is part of the program.

Visit www.tnuct.com for more information or to read the essay in its entirety.
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West View Assistant Principal Scott Bolton, Competition winners Aleia Williams and Genevieve Gray, Utrust Administrator Dan Tolllett, Coach Rebecca Skeen and English teacher Rolanda Ryans








