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SUBJECT: NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL: Bus Driver Appreciation Day – A Chance to Encourage Students Too
Hello!
On [day of week], [date], we will celebrate Bus Driver Appreciation Day. This is a great opportunity for our school community to recognize the important role our bus drivers play in helping students start and end their day safely.
While we take time to appreciate you, we also encourage bus drivers to use that day as a chance to show appreciation to the students you see each day. Small moments of encouragement can make a big difference for students.
Be intentional about thinking of ways to recognize students. Here are some ways to consider:
 • Greet students as they board — eye contact + “Good morning.”
 • Use students’ names when you know them.
 • Ask the names of students you see regularly and use them.
 • Tell a student, “Glad you’re here today.”
 • Thank students who follow expectations.
 • Give a thumbs-up for safe behavior.
 • Notice improvement (“You’ve been doing great lately.”)
 • Wish them luck before a big game, test, or performance.
 • If a student seems off, quietly ask, “You okay?”
 • End the ride with, “Have a great day” or “See you tomorrow.”
         Thank you for the important role you play in supporting students         
         every day. We appreciate all that you do!
Sincerely,
[Principal Name]
[School Name]
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